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The whole school curriculum intent 
 
We provide a curriculum that is accessible and enjoyable. It is a curriculum which fully engages our 
students, encouraging excellent attendance (supporting those whose attendance is affected by 
school-based anxiety); it secures powerful knowledge and facilitates academic success. 
 
Our curriculum promotes equality for all students regardless of special educational needs (SEN), 
race, gender, sexuality or socio-economic background. We support families where access to 
curriculum resources (such as revision material and music tuition), equipment (such as ingredients 
for Food practical learning), uniform (such as PE kit) and enrichment may prove to be a financial 
challenge. The delivery and implementation of our curriculum is structured through the learning 
techniques of The Barrington Way. The techniques provide challenge and accountability for 
students, whilst promoting inclusivity for all. The curriculum is carefully planned and implemented to 
meet the special educational needs of students (most common need being social, emotional and 
mental health), including our students who access our Enhanced Learning Provision.  
 
Our RISE values 
are threaded 
throughout our 
curriculum; they 
are intrinsic to 
everything we do. 
This is because 
we want our 
students to be 
well-rounded and 
responsible 
citizens who can 
fulfil their 
potential, play a 
positive part in 
society and lead a life lived well.  
 
Our curriculum is designed to be broad and ambitious reflecting national curriculum aims and 
expectations, enabling students to further develop and hone literacy, communication and numeracy 
skills and deepening their subject knowledge across their 5-year curriculum journey. We carefully 
design our English curriculum and Reading intervention to ensure our students, whose access to 
reading and fluency of vocabulary may be limited by their socio-economic background, make rapid 
progress.  
 
Our schemes of learning work are carefully crafted to ensure logical and effective sequencing of 
learning. The curriculum overview of each subject clearly identifies what students should know and 
be able to do by the end of each unit, term, year and key stage in preparation for their next steps 
within Bishop Barrington Academy and beyond. The breadth of the curriculum allows our students 
to access future employment in industry areas that are thriving the most in the north east, from 
manufacturing, food, drink and fashion, to sport and healthcare (https://www.durham.ac.uk/job-
vacancies/relocating/partner-support/major-employers/#d.en.839205) 
 
Assessment is used to address gaps in students’ Knowledge and understanding to best sustain and 
secure key concepts, core knowledge and key skills and progress learning forward. 
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Our curriculum offers a rich experience; one which equips students with the vocabulary, knowledge, 
skills and character to overcome barriers and open doors to the future. 

 
The aims of the curriculum (the theory behind the intent) 
 
Through achieving the intent of the curriculum we aim to ensure: 

 

● a curriculum that is accessible, enjoyable, and ensures academic success. 

● RISE values are threaded throughout, resulting in students becoming well-rounded and 

responsible citizens who fulfil their potential and lead a life lived well.  

● a rich experience, equipping students with the knowledge, skills and character to overcome 

barriers and open doors to the future. 

 

The aims are underpinned by six curriculum pillars. Each pillar represents a characteristic which 

current and leading national and international curriculum leaders and theorists identify as necessary 

for a high-quality curriculum. The pillars represent the ideologies of curriculum  theorists and 

national and international curriculum leads, including: Michael Young, Mary Myatt, Ruth Ashbee, 

Tom Sherrington and Ed Hirsch. 

 

The six curriculum pillars: 
1. A balanced curriculum  

2. Integrated progression 

3. A coherent curriculum 

4. A rigorous curriculum  

5. An appropriate curriculum 

6. A relevant curriculum 

 

At the foundation of these pillars lay ‘reading’ and ‘assessment’. Without the scope and opportunity 

to develop reading prowess and fluency across the curriculum and without well planned, timely and 

effective assessment, there is instability and variability in the strength of the curriculum.  

 

 
 
This is how we do things here 
 
The curriculum and its intent runs central to ‘The Barrington Way’. The Barrington Way is a strategic 

approach to developing a consistent, child centred learning culture.  This culture allows students to 

thrive, learn well, develop character and build cultural capital. 

The Barrington Way is being developed as a culture to ensure: Bishop Barrington Academy provided 

the knowledge, skills & qualifications that opened the doors to University or a credible alternative 

& allowed students to thrive in a top job. 
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Powerful Knowledge 

Everyone is entitled to Powerful Knowledge; knowledge that takes them beyond everyday 

experiences, unlocks possibilities, opening doors to the future. (Young et al, 2014). 

What is it? 
▪ It is the best of what has been thought and said 

▪ It is the purpose of learning and therefore always debated 

▪ It is cognitively superior to that needed for daily life 

▪ It is subject specific  

“If we do not teach the best that has been thought and said, the knowledge and skills of science and 

mathematics, the way the world works in history and geography and the consolations of literature 

and music then we leave children to the lottery of their birth and widening social injustice.” (Young 

et. al., 2014)  

 

Who decides it? 
▪ Subject specialists: 

▪ in every subject,  

▪ across every stage of learning  

What does it lead to? 
Knowledge and understanding that can be built on, applied and challenged.  

 

Culture Capital 

“familiarity with the legitimate culture within a society” (Bourdieu, 1977) 

What is it? 
▪ Objective: cultural goods, books, works of art; 

▪ Embodied: language, mannerisms, preferences; 

▪ Institutionalised: qualifications, education credentials. (Bourdieu’s three sources of cultural 

capital, 1977) 

Who decides it? 
▪ Those with the power and ability to shape the curriculum experience 

▪ What does it lead to? 

What does it lead to? 
The knowledge and ways of thinking by acquiring cultural capital, both abstract and formal, give the 

predisposition to perform well and access top paid job. (Bennet et al, 2009). 

 A pursuit of our total perfection by means of getting to know the best which has been thought and 

said in the world. (Arnold, 1869) 

Types of Knowledge 

Substantive knowledge – WHAT you teach 
▪ Facts and concepts in a particular subject 

▪ Carefully sequences, revisited and connected over time 

▪ Misconceptions identified and corrected 

▪ For example: English- the text of a poem, Maths - multiplying a single term over a bracket, 

Science - the structure of an animal and plant cell and how they differentiate. 
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Disciplinary – HOW you know WHAT you teach 
▪ The way facts and concepts are known/ demonstrated in a particular subject 

▪ For example: the techniques deployed in the poem, the modelling of the formula in maths, 

the diagrammatic representation of the cell structure in Science.  

 
Curriculum Design 
 
Our curriculum design is fluid and tailored to meet the needs of our students, including addressing 
the challenges related to the social disadvantage experienced by almost 50% of our students.  
 
Our curriculum is broad at every stage of the journey. We aim to remove barriers to learning and 
support learning with a range of planned Intervention and support, including accelerated reading, 
lexia, and guided learning in English and Maths. 
 
We provide curriculum breadth with teaching of design and technology, food and nutrition, art, 
music, and Spanish in years 7 to 9 as a core offer. In years 10 and 11 we offer a broad range of 
vocational and academic subjects including but not exclusive to: Geography, History, Spanish, Art, 
Graphics, Sports Award, Sports Science, Childcare, Health & Social Care, Food and Nutrition, 
Psychology, Photography, Performing arts (Dance) and Media Studies. Numbers of students studying 
in GCSE modern foreign languages has increased by 300% in 2023/24.  
 
All students study RE, PSHEE, RSE, CEIAG as ‘Personal Development’. Personal Development lessons 
are scheduled every Friday from 8.50am to 9.30am. 
  
Each morning between 8.30am and 8.50am all students participate in collective learning. This is 
called Morning Meeting. All morning meetings are delivered by senior leaders. Throughout the week 
students practice knowledge retrieval and revisit core knowledge in English, Maths, Science and 
Personal Development. In year 11, morning meetings are delivered by subject specialists who are 
also senior leaders. These sessions are more ‘morning mastery’ than morning meeting and enable 
students to master their knowledge in English, maths and Science.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keystage 3 – Year 7, 8 and 9 Curriculum 

Subject  Number of one hour 
lessons a fortnight 

English 8 

Maths 8 

Science 8 

French 4 

Geography 3 

History 3 

PE 5 

Computer Studies 3 

Art 1 

Design & Technology 1 

Food Technology 2 

RE 2 

Music 2 

Personal Development: 
PSHEE, RSE, CEIAG 

1.3 
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*new subjects in 2024/25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keystage 4 Core – Year 10 and 11 Curriculum 

Subject  Number of one hour 
lessons a fortnight 

English 9 

Maths 8 (9 in Y11) 

Science 9 

Geography or History  5 

PE 2 

Computer Studies 1 

RE 1 

Personal Development:  
PSHEE, RSE, CEIAG 

1.3 

Keystage 4 Option subjects: All 5 hours of lessons a fortnight 

French* 

Spanish 

Art 

Graphics 

Resistant Materials* 

Sports Award 

Sports Science 

Child Development  

Health & Social Care 

Psychology 

Photography 

Performing arts (Dance)  

Creative iMedia  

Business Studies* 

Food and Nutrition 
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Curriculum Enrichment 
 
At Bishop Barrington Academy, involvement in curriculum enrichment is just as important as 
academic study in ensuring the academy’s sentence is fulfilled. We provide a varied and full 
programme of enrichment activities. 
 
Each student in the academy has access to this provision to ensure that they experience a broad, 
balanced and fulfilling curriculum. Each lunchtime, students engage in a ‘half hour’ enrichment club. 
The variety of the offer allows students  to participate in 10 different clubs every fortnight. 
 
In Year 11, students access a full and tailored programme of exam preparation, knowledge retrieval 
and academic support. The programme of 45 minute sessions take place at 3.00pm and is titled as 
our ‘RISE lessons’,  providing opportunities for Year 11 to further demonstrate our values as they 
transition to their summer GCSE exam season. The principle  of 100% is applied to RISE lessons, 
attendance is expected by all of our Year 11 students. Their dedication and engagement in RISE 
lessons is recognised and rewarded with ‘Prom Passports’.  
 
In Year 11, there is also a mentor programme  offered at lunchtime. Forensic analysis during our 
achievement  conferences, informs a selected cohort of year 11 students to be targeted with 
mentoring. 
 
Our enrichment offer,  enriches the academic curriculum in order to provide each student with a 
sense of purpose; becoming well-rounded individuals with the knowledge, skills and qualifications to 
open doors to university or a credible alternative, and allowing them to thrive in a top job. 
 
 



8 
 

 
 
 
 
 



9 
 

Cultural Capital  
 
The National Curriculum defines Cultural Capital as “the essential knowledge that pupils need to be 
educated citizens, introducing them to the best that has been thought and said and helping to 
engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement.”  

Our curriculum offer aims to increase cultural capital through a variety of experiences. These may 
include, but are not limited to:  

 Guest speakers from different backgrounds and communities  
 Developing public speaking  
 Full access to the school library, where students can select books based on their own 

interests 
 Educational and cultural visits  
 Use of cultural artefacts. 

Research from the Sutton Trust shows that school trips and outings have been halved since 2022. 
Already disadvantaged areas are facing even deeper cuts, of up to 68 per cent. Without our 
curriculum provision, many of our students may have limited opportunity to visit a theatre, museum, 
art gallery, an area of outstanding natural beauty or a site of special scientific interest. Our 
curriculum aims to overcome the barriers which may otherwise deprive students of cultural 
experiences that have been shown to raise aspirations and accelerate social mobility.    

In addition, out-of-classroom learning (such as the experiences we offer, working with The Auckland 
Project), provides opportunities for students to connect with the local community. It can awaken 
their entitlement to use publicly funded cultural buildings such as Auckland Castle.  

Through our curriculum, the exposure to culture, of all kinds, offers our students a deeper 
understanding of the world and the people around them. Cultural capital has the power to 
transform the ordinary into extraordinary, providing opportunities to entertain, question and 
provide challenge about the ways we perceive and experience the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.teachwire.net/news/plan-a-school-trip/
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The Personal Development Curriculum 
 
Our Personal Development curriculum ensures that all students are fully prepared for the challenges 
and opportunities they will face throughout their life in modern Britain. Personal Development will 
enlighten students so that they behave with integrity and cooperate consistently well within society. 
We enable our students to develop into emotionally and mentally healthy young people with the 
tools to make and maintain positive relationships and have the ability to know when and where to 
seek appropriate support.   We encourage all our students to express opinions and coherently 
discuss British Values, equality and Protected Characteristics. 
 
We teach our students  how to handle adversity while providing an encouraging environment, then 
these young people will develop into independent learners capable of growing into strong adults.  At 
Bishop Barrington Academy our Personal Development Programme is entwined with our 4 core RISE 
values of Respect, Inspiration, Resilience and Excellence. 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

The curriculum is rigorously planned to provide a 
balanced learning journey with explicit, integrated 
progression. It contains 3 key elements: Careers, 
Citizenship and PSHEE (Personal Social Health and 
Economic Education).  
 
Topics are age appropriate and ensure that year on 
year our students develop and extend their 
knowledge and skills so that they are able to 
question and challenge the world.  
 
In Citizenship, the curriculum is coherently planned 
to allow students to develop opinions on current 
affairs and develop their communication skills. They 
will be able to express opinion and coherently 
discuss British values, equality and protected 
characteristics.  

 
The curriculum raises aspirations, broadens horizons and breaks down stereotypes. It enables 
students to understand the purpose and benefits of education and inspires them to greater 
achievement in their formal qualifications as well as successful progression into the next stage of 
their lives and their longer term career ambitions, irrespective of their starting points – opening 
doors to the future. 
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Art intent statement  
 
Bishop Barrington Academy’s Art curriculum is a culture rich curriculum. Students acquire a broad 
range of Art knowledge, skills and understanding that enables them to open many doors within 
these disciplines into post-16 and beyond. At Key Stage 4 the curriculum offer includes a range of 
disciplines from Art & Design to Photography. 
 

At the start of the curriculum journey, the focus is to build on, and develop skills which may have 
only been introduced briefly at key stage 2. These skills are carefully woven throughout the 
curriculum journey ensuring a logical sequence of progression and plentiful opportunities for 
students to produce work which exhibit a culmination of mastery of these skills.  
 

Students record and manage their work in sketchbooks and workbooks, each one 
demonstrating  progression in the 3 strands of Art: knowledge, skills and understanding. The 
curriculum recognises the cultural limitations which disadvantaged students may experience in the 
local context and aims to provide opportunities to enrich students’ cultural experiences; introducing 
pupils to contemporary and historical artists, as well as different cultures. The weekly enrichment 
club provides further curriculum opportunities for students to investigate media they would not 
normally have the opportunity to experiment with at KS3.  
 

Students are encouraged to participate in design competitions, with links to the wider community, 
such opportunities enable students to have their work exhibited in public areas around County 
Durham.  

 
 
The Golden Threads of the Keystage 3 Art Curriculum 
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The Golden Threads of the Keystage 4 Art Curriculum 
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The Golden Threads of the Keystage 4 Graphics Curriculum 
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The Golden Threads of the Keystage 4 Photography Curriculum 
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Computer Studies 
 
Our curriculum enables students to use computational thinking and digital literacy to communicate 
and develop their ideas.  It enables students to recognise and understand how the development of 
computing and advances in related technologies have transformed the social, cultural and economic 
landscapes of our time. 
 

The curriculum is relevant and accessible to all students, especially the most disadvantaged and 
those with SEN and other needs. It recognises the high proportion of disadvantaged students in our 
academy, ensuring students have the opportunity to access computing resources and technology 
that they may not have access to outside of the school setting.   
 

The curriculum offers plentiful opportunities for students to apply their knowledge of computing 
fundamentals to a variety of problems and scenarios. Students develop skills required to use 
information technology to create programs, systems and a range of content to support them as they 
progress through the 5 year curriculum journey. Progression is carefully sequenced throughout the 
curriculum. There are coherent and explicit connections with prior and future learning, enabling 
students to combine components of knowledge and transfer principles, structures and patterns of 
working.  
 

Our balanced curriculum embraces 3 key strands; IT, Digital Literacy and Computer Science, 
(with Media as an optional unit in key stage 4). These strands foster creativity and provide academic 
rigour.  
 

This depth and breadth of the computer studies curriculum ensures students have the knowledge 
and skills to continue further study in a range of related disciplines beyond Year 11; opening doors to 
the future.  The skills they will develop, and knowledge they acquire, will prepare them for many job 
roles in the local area such as manufacturing, retail and media.   

 
 
The Golden Threads of the Computer Studies Curriculum 
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The Golden Threads of the Creative iMedia Curriculum 

 

 
 
The Golden Threads of the Business Studies Curriculum
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English  
 
Our English curriculum is rigorous; it delivers a breadth and depth of skills and knowledge, crucial to 
students achieving well-rounded and sustainable success: culturally, socially and academically.  
 

In both keystages students acquire knowledge of literature and develop skills which prepares them 
for life after secondary education. The curriculum enables students to acquire the high standards of 
written and verbal communication that are crucial to allow success and open doors to the future. 
Opportunities for students to acquire, revisit and improve these key skills are woven throughout the 
curriculum. 
 

Our curriculum is balanced; challenging students to evaluate critically, speak confidently, articulate 
thoughts and listen and communicate successfully, whilst nurturing and fostering students’ love of 
reading, ensuring they are confident and fluent readers.  
 

Our curriculum is coherent, the thread of developing reading, writing and communication skills is 
woven throughout the 5 year curriculum journey. The Language and Literature spheres of the 
curriculum complement and interweave with each other. Themes and skills are intertwined, 
ensuring integrated progression of skills and knowledge. For example, themes such as family, 
relationships and conflict are explored in year 7 in: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and are revisited 
again in the modern text: Wild Boy, and then further revisited in key stage 4 through Romeo and 
Juliet.  
 

In our curriculum, Language is taught through Literature. Literature is placed at the heart of the 
curriculum and taught chronologically, allowing students to experience and be exposed to a range of 
genres, contexts and writers.  The design of the curriculum ensures that, after 5 years of study, 
students have acquired knowledge of a broad canon of Literature, whilst connecting and interleaving 
their knowledge from a range of subjects.  
 

The Literature sphere of the curriculum and the plentiful enrichment opportunities designed within, 
lifts students out of their daily experience, increases their cultural capital and raises awareness and 
curiosity of the human condition: from love and loyalty to rage and betrayal and more. These rich 
experiences may otherwise not be accessible to the near 50% of students who face challenges 
related to their disadvantaged background.  
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The Golden Threads of the English Curriculum 
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Food Preparation and Nutrition  
 
The Food Preparation and Nutrition curriculum at Bishop Barrington Academy enables students to 
acquire core food knowledge and provides opportunities to apply their knowledge to local and wider 
community contexts and settings, whether it be cultural, dietary or economic contexts. The 
curriculum nurtures independent learning, with students developing the capacity to: be creative and 
think ‘on their feet’ and to solve problems as they arise.  
 
The academy's RISE values are embedded throughout our curriculum. The practical, kitchen based 
learning, which is woven throughout the curriculum, requires students to exhibit and demonstrate 
respect; practising how to safely and effectively work in a food industry kitchen.  
 
The curriculum is designed to offer appropriate challenge and inspires students to demonstrate the 
highest standards in practical skills. The curriculum, which is taught by food specialist teachers with a 
wealth of specialist knowledge and experience, is accessible to all students. Support is given and 
equipment provided to students whose disadvantaged backgrounds may impact the financial means 
to provide the ingredients and other equipment needed to engage in practical kitchen based 
learning. 
  
Our curriculum is balanced. It provides students with skills for life, as they acquire the knowledge 
and skills to prepare, cook and present quality food to a high standard. The provision of plentiful and 
practical learning opportunities is woven throughout the curriculum. These opportunities enable 
students to demonstrate flair, experimentation, innovation and creativity. The culmination of 
powerful food knowledge and practical experiences opens doors to further study of food 
preparation and nutrition beyond year 11 and equips students with the potential to pursue a 
successful career in an industry which has one of the largest rates of employment in County Durham. 

 
The Golden Threads of the Food Curriculum 
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The Golden Threads of the Health & Social Care Curriculum 
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The Golden Threads of the Child Development Curriculum 
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French 
● To be a competent linguist   
● To appreciate Spanish culture and traditions  
● To have a passion and love of language learning 

 

At Bishop Barrington Academy our students study a balanced and appropriately ambitious Modern 
Foreign Languages curriculum. It is a curriculum that is rich in skills and knowledge.  Rigor is 
interwoven throughout the curriculum, and pivots on the four key skills of: Listening, Speaking, 
Reading and Writing. Students develop a competency that is both broad and deep, as we focus on 
the three pillars of language: vocabulary, grammar and phonics. As such, our curriculum provides 
opportunities for students to communicate with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, 
becoming resilient and competent linguists. 

Our curriculum is coherent and sequenced in a way that it challenges, engages and enables 
progression for all learners. Furthermore, our curriculum nurtures students’ independence and 
motivation to explore and develop an appreciation of the culture in countries where French is 
spoken; broadening their knowledge of the world that they live in.  

Our RISE value of respect is developed throughout our curriculum. There are regular and purposeful 
opportunities to celebrate events linked to the French world calendar.  Our curriculum enables 
students to acquire knowledge and fluency that they can apply beyond the classroom. It nurtures a 
curiosity and the love of learning a foreign language. It encourages students to understand the 
fulfilment of being able to communicate and consolidate what they have learnt.  

The curriculum provides students with cultural experiences which they may not otherwise have 
access to, offering opportunities for students to apply their knowledge and fluency in French-
speaking countries. The established link with a partner school enables students to broaden their 
horizons, encouraging them to step beyond familiar cultural boundaries and develop new ways of 
seeing the world. 

The curriculum is designed so that the culmination of linguistic and cultural knowledge opens doors 
to learning further languages; equipping students with the relevant skills necessary to communicate 
and work with people from other countries, and creating passionate linguists who consider 
themselves global citizens. 
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The Golden Threads of the French Curriculum 
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The Golden Threads of the Spanish Curriculum (legacy) 
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Geography 

The geography curriculum at Bishop Barrington Academy enables our students to:- 

1. Think like a ‘geographer’. 
2. Develop a curiosity and fascination about the world. 
3. Foster a sustainable and responsible attitude about our world. 

The intent of our balanced and rigorous geography curriculum is to promote curiosity and 
fascination about the world, as well as providing opportunities for students to make informed 
learning choices that are relevant to them both locally, in the Bishop Auckland area, and on a global 
scale.  Our curriculum enables students to understand and ask questions about the world around 
them, developing their ability to ‘think like a geographer’. 

Our curriculum enables learners to acquire knowledge about the physical characteristics of our 
natural and human-made landscapes. Students acquire substantive knowledge on geographical 
issues and challenges in a range of contexts; from natural disasters and their impact on humans, to 
the economic development of the world’s nations and the impact of humans on our climate and 
ecosystems.  

Interwoven throughout our coherent curriculum are explicit connections made between topics, and 
a thematic approach, which supports clear and integrated progression throughout. This encourages 
our students to develop a curiosity and fascination about the world, as they learn more about our 
fascinating planet. 

Being both appropriate and rigorous, our curriculum is ambitious, but pitched at a level that is 
accessible for all of our students. It continually challenges students to think deeply about the role 
they play as global citizens, encouraging them to foster a responsible and sustainable attitude. This is 
further demonstrated through the disciplinary knowledge which students acquire through enquiry 
and fieldwork skills, both inside and outside of the classroom.  

Our curriculum recognises the challenges which may be experienced by students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. Opportunities for wider reading are provided, with students 
encouraged to develop their reading prowess in conjunction with the consideration of topical, global 
events and how they may impact them in their local context. Our curriculum provides cultural 
opportunities which may not be experienced otherwise. These include the detailed exploration of 
the local, coastal town of Seaham. These opportunities enable students to not only investigate an 
area of geographical significance but to also broaden their horizons and experience.       

The culmination of acquired knowledge through the 5 year geography curriculum allows our 
students to open doors to further, post-16 education, where they can access A-Level accreditation 
and eventually specialise in a specific discipline of geography and/or apply their skills to the most 
economically active types of employment and industry in County Durham. 
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The Golden Threads of the Geography Curriculum 
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History  
 
The history curriculum at Bishop Barrington Academy enables our students to: 
 1. Think like a ‘historian’ 
 2. Develop a curiosity and fascination about the past and 

 3.Empathise with past events and understand that some struggles are still present today.  
 

The intent of our balanced and rigorous history curriculum is for all students, regardless of their 
starting points, to acquire a deep chronological understanding of British and World History; to 
develop the confidence to form strong arguments and make sustained judgments.  
 

Our curriculum will enable students to demonstrate secure historical knowledge through coherent 
and clear connections between topics and historical periods. The sequencing of our curriculum 
ensures integrated progression of learning the development of key historical themes and second 
order concepts, including: causation, consequence, change, continuity and significance. 
 

The history curriculum at Bishop Barrington Academy develops students’ sense of identity, develops 
their understanding of their place in the world and their role as global citizens. Within the context of our 
local area, students are exposed to the rich history of Bishop Auckland and surrounding areas, through 
studies and enrichment opportunities with The Auckland Project, as well as studies of Escomb Saxon 
Church, Binchester Roman Fort and Durham Cathedral. Our curriculum recognises the possible 
limitations that a disadvantaged background may have. As well as providing cultural experiences which 
may not be otherwise accessible to some of our students, our curriculum develops student knowledge 
and understanding of diversity, and understanding how and why the world has changed through the 
lens of experiences by different sections of society.  

In line with our RISE values at Bishop Barrington Academy, the curriculum embeds respect, excellence, 
inspiration and resilience into the heart of all of our historical enquiries. The enquiry thread within the 
curriculum enables students to become critical of information they are exposed to, through their 
rigorous analysis of source material and interpretations.  

Another vital thread is woven throughout our curriculum; that is curiosity and a love of learning. 
Students are inspired to be curious to know more about the past and are encouraged to develop a love 
of learning which will continue beyond their academic life.  It is understood that no history curriculum is 
fixed or complete, however the overarching aim of our curriculum is for students to complete their 
history curriculum journey with a deep understanding of how far Britain and the wider world have 
embraced British fundamental values. 
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The Golden Threads of the History Curriculum 
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Maths 
 
Our mathematics curriculum provides a high-quality education, enabling students to acquire 
powerful mathematical knowledge and fluency. The knowledge that our curriculum delivers, 
empowers students, unlocks potential and opens doors to the future, which may otherwise be 
limited by the socio-economic context of the local area.  
 

Our curriculum recognises the challenges that students from disadvantaged backgrounds may face; 
its implementation ensures a supportive and inclusive learning environment which enables all 
students to achieve their full potential. 
 

Interwoven throughout our curriculum is a focus on practical, real-world applications of 
mathematical concepts. The design of the curriculum has a strong emphasis on problem-solving and 
critical thinking skills; developing students’ independent learning, nurturing resilience and fostering 
curiosity of learning. Opportunities such as inter-trust ‘maths challenge events’ and ‘Pi Day’ embrace 
and enrich this focus and curriculum design.   
 

Our curriculum provides students with the mathematical knowledge and skills necessary to open the 
doors to further study of mathematics beyond Year 11. Students will be looking at a wide range of 
topics from number, algebra, probability, ratio and statistics with a focus on applying individual 
elements to more complicated reasoning questions combining multiple mathematical themes.  It 
enables students to become adept at applying their financial literacy to real world experiences and 
their daily lives. 

 
The Golden Threads of the Maths Curriculum: 
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Music 
 

Our curriculum is accessible to all students. It encourages them to appreciate, articulate and engage 
in the creativity of music and its global impact on and expression of culture, belief and meaning.  

In recognition of the disadvantaged context of nearly 50% of our cohort, students are supported and 
financial barriers overcome, to ensure the curriculum provides opportunities for all students to 
express, appreciate, perform and respond to music. The cost of peripatetic music sessions are 
subsidised to ensure all students have access to music tuition offered by the Durham Music Service. 
The curriculum offers a range of enrichment opportunities, from school musical events to the 
fortnightly scheduled music club.  

Our curriculum is coherent, and balanced. Opportunities for students to explore and discover the 
truth, meaning and beauty of music are woven throughout the curriculum; as are the core 
knowledge of language, concepts, and codes of practical music and theory and how they are 
exhibited in the notational world. 

The curriculum is carefully planned to ensure integrated progression. Progression is mapped in the 
three areas of: analysis, composition and performance. These areas themselves are linked to the two 
‘curriculum spheres’ of theory (e.g. elements of music, musical notation, styles and genre) and 
practical knowledge (ability to play: according to notation, executing elements of musical, ability to 
play instruments).   

The culmination of our curriculum journey is that students are brought into a world of appreciation, 
sharing, performance, and expression.   

 
The Golden Threads of the Music Curriculum: 
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Physical Education  
 

The PE curriculum at Bishop Barrington Academy has an overarching goal, which is that all students 
will acquire the skills and knowledge to lead healthy, active lifestyles. To achieve this goal, the 
curriculum itself is designed to remove potential barriers that students may face, ensuring they 
receive a world class PE experience. The curriculum provides opportunities for students to build 
successful relationships, to foster collaboration as well as opportunities for students to demonstrate 
our values of respect, inspiration, resilience and excellence.  

The curriculum experience encourages students to participate in our wide and varying range of 
enrichment opportunities, which includes: The Elite Sports Academy, The Leadership Academy, and 
on and off-site visits to local and regional sporting establishments. For all students, in particular 
those who may face challenges related to a socially and economically disadvantaged background, 
the PE curriculum provides rich and enjoyable experiences and opportunities which they may not 
have access to otherwise. 

We offer a bespoke approach to our curriculum, ensuring students' experiences have appropriate 
balance, rigour and relevance. This includes a range of tailored pathways for students from year 7 to 
year 11, including aesthetic or games-based pathways in year 9 and a range of options for students 
at key stage 4, including: Sport Studies, Sport Science and Dance. These pathways allow successful 
transition to learning beyond Year 11, with the curriculum offering a logical sequence to further 
study in courses offered at Bishop Auckland College, Durham Sixth Form, QE College and more.  

Our curriculum is a journey which embodies the academy’s sentence, ensuring students have the 
knowledge, skills and qualifications that opens the doors to the future of further related sport 
education and related sport employment.  

The Golden Threads of the PE Curriculum: 
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The Golden Threads of the Sports Studies Curriculum 
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The Golden Threads of the Sports Science Curriculum  
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The Golden Threads of the Performing Arts (Dance) Curriculum 
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Religious Education 
 
Our curriculum is stimulating, varied and rich. It encourages enthusiasm and curiosity in studying 
other people’s beliefs. It embodies the academy’s RISE values, promoting mutual respect, tolerance 
and understanding across the different cultures and communities that make up our pluralistic 
society.  

With just under 60% of Bishop Auckland residents identifying themselves as “Christian” in the 2021 
Census. Prior to attending Bishop Barrington Academy, Christianity may be the only religion that 
students have actively engaged in or have been aware of. Our curriculum provides opportunities for 
students to acquire knowledge of the six major world faiths, as well as having the opportunity to 
explore alternative world views.  

Students acquire knowledge of the key beliefs, teachings and practices of the different religions. 
Throughout the curriculum students are given opportunities to consider the influence of these 
beliefs on the lives of adherents and to apply beliefs and teachings to a range of ethical and 
philosophical issues. 

Students’ religious literacy is developed through the opportunities to read from a variety of texts. 
Religious literacy and its fluency is a golden thread throughout the curriculum. Students have 
opportunities to debate and discuss, to articulate their views verbally as well as develop their 
evaluative and analytical written skills. Alongside religious literacy, students develop the skill of 
effectively researching, weighing up evidence, developing chains of reasoning, evaluating and 
articulating their responses using religion specific terminology.  

Explicit and regular reference to British Values are woven throughout the curriculum. Students are 
provided opportunities to identify themselves or family or friends in the beliefs they study. Where 
students don’t hold particular beliefs, our curriculum nurtures tolerance and respect. RE teaches 
students not only about the community they live in but also the wider world and how there are so 
many different beliefs and attitudes.  

Our curriculum is accessible to all students, providing opportunities to learn a range of both religious 
and non-religious beliefs and practices, and how they affect society today. The curriculum challenges 
students to reflect on and develop their own values, beliefs and attitudes; encouraging them to be 
responsible and respectful citizens who can contribute to and prosper in a diverse and pluralistic 
society. 
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The Golden Threads of the RE Curriculum 
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Science 
 
The science curriculum at Bishop Barrington Academy has been designed to develop a solid 
knowledge base alongside an appreciation of what science offers in the local and wider community. 
It is built in a sequential way in which students develop a deep understanding of key ideas and the 
wider impact that science has on our lives.  
 
Our curriculum provides engaging and purposeful ‘practical activities’ and demonstrations. These 
opportunities stimulate curiosity and nurture a love of science learning which transcends beyond 
their 5-year curriculum journey. The curriculum enables and encourages students to use science to 
shape their lives and the world around them.  
 
Developing an understanding of the use of science in the local and wider community is an important 
thread throughout the curriculum. Our curriculum provides enrichment opportunities which 
otherwise may not be accessible to our cohort of students. Curriculum links to companies in the 
local area, such as GlaxoSmithKline, offer an opportunity to enhance learning and apply knowledge 
to an industry setting. Curriculum links to local universities, including Durham university, allow 
students to seriously consider the potential and scope for further study of science beyond year 11. 
This combination equips our students with the knowledge and skills needed to make informed 
career choices and open doors to the future. 
 
The threads woven throughout our science curriculum enables students to look analytically at the 
world, using scientific facts and proven ideas to inform their decisions and opinions. In a world 
where there are many sources of readily available information, our curriculum provides students 
with the disciplinary knowledge to carefully consider the reliability and validity of what they see and 
hear. 
 
Our RISE value of resilience is also threaded throughout our curriculum. Students have regular and 
varied opportunities to apply their knowledge in a range of assessment types. These regular and 
considered assessments aim to develop confidence. They encourage students to try without the fear 
of failure, resulting in resilience learners; adaptable to change and new challenges they may face in 
school and beyond.  
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The Golden Threads of the Science Curriculum 
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Year 11 ‘legacy’ curriculum 
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